
Becoming An Official 

As a parent of a swimmer you have the opportunity to be involved with 
your child and their sport of swimming in various ways. One very 
instrumental way is by being trained, certified, and working as an 
Official. Officials are present at all competitions to implement the 
technical rules of swimming and to ensure that the competition is fair 
and equitable to everyone.  

Swimming officials must work as a team during competitions to make 
sure rules are followed, safety is at its highest, and fairness is 
observed. A keen eye for detail and a love for the sport are also 
essential. 

Officials attend clinics to receive training. Novice officials generally 
start as Stroke and Turn Officials whose job it is to observe the 
swimmers in their assigned lanes from the time the swimmer enters 
the water or begins a race through the completion of their race. Stroke 
and Turn Officials ensure that the strokes, turns and finishes comply 
with the rules applicable to each stroke. If strokes, turns or finishes 
are executed in a manner which is out of compliance with the rules, in 
the spirit of fairness the Official raises his/her hand and then 
documents information to note that the swimmer has disqualified him/
herself from a race. 

There are many levels of officiating that require different degrees of 
involvement and time. Stroke and Turn Officials learn the ropes by 
attending clinics, using self-study materials, and working on deck 
under the supervision of an experienced official.  

Officiating is essential to the success of swimming competitions and 
without the support of dedicated officials who give up their time for 
free, events simply would just not happen. 

If you’ve thought about becoming a swimming official, are curious as 
to what it involves and want to be involved with a sociable group of 



people, please plan on attending one of the upcoming Officials Training 
sessions so you can find out more information on what it's like and the 
role of an Official. 


